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Project Findings
Socio-Emotional Characteristics:
The boys have a capacity to make
strong and loving attachments to
their close family, to make and
sustain friendships with their
peers and others, to be affectionate, loving, empathetic to others
and to ‘lead’ interactions are characteristics associated with high
achieving young boys. Although
tantrums and frustrations may
appear, they are quickly overcome.
Attitudes and Dispositions: High
achieving young boys have strong
exploratory drive. They are inquisitive, curious, questioning
and fascinated by how things
and relationships work. They are
capable of long periods of concentration, persistence and focus
and can become obsessive about
things they find interesting. They
can memorise and mimic and seek
detailed information for things
that fascinate which they can re-
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independent, self-motivating and
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Action Points
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Supporting and sustaining strong, secure and

Encouraging the young boy to develop their

trusting attachments of young boys to key adults

capacity to ‘lead and shape’ his learning and en-

and peers, both within and outside of their

gage in sustained dialogues about their interests
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ience and wellbeing.

the child.

Encouraging a young boy’s sociability, friendships and emotional competence is central to
their capacity to connect and learn, self-regulate
and manage relationships.

•

•

Giving young boys space and time to pursue
their interests and develop their fascinations and
supporting their capacity to focus and concentrate for extended periods of time will enhance
their capacity to learn.

•

Building in regular and sustained periods of
outdoor and physical activity will enhance the
young boy’s learning, motivation and wellbeing.

